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The first of its kind 
combined meeting 
was held April 30 - 
May 1, 2010 at Texas 
A & M University in 
College Station. The 
Conservation Hori-
zons audience was 
composed of Vet-
erinary Medicine & 
Biomedical students 
for TAMU on Friday. 

The Saturday HLCS 
meeting was very 
informative with fasci-
nating presentations 
and speakers.  J. Jill Heatly DVM, MS, DABVP, 
DACZM, hosted the meeting and presented the 
speakers to the audience comprised of HLCS 
members and Texas A & M students.
  
The keynote speaker was Elliot Jacobsen, DVM, 
MS, PhD, DACZM who shared his experience 
and photos in his presentation, “Invasion of 
Large Constrictors Beyond South Florida: Fact 
vs. Fiction.” Dr. Jacobsen gave detailed informa-
tion about the status of introduced snakes and 
reptiles in Florida. He explained to the audience 
that the first introduced pythons in Florida were 
discovered in 1992. He presented evidence that 
a large scale invasion by constrictors in Florida is 
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not supported by sci-
entific facts or data. 

Dr. Heatley presented 
“A Review of Phryno-
soma spp: Anatomy, 
Physiology and Dis-
eases.” Her presenta-
tion included data and 
information regarding 
topics such as the 
detoxification of the 
venom of pogos (Har-
vester ants) in horned 
lizards, diseases and 
disease prevention in 
captive lizards which 

provided beneficial information to members of 
the audience. 

Texas Christian University’s Dean Williams, PhD, 
presentation focused on the “Conservation Ge-
netics of the Texas Horned Lizard” and the Fort 
Worth Zoo’s vet; Shannon Ferrell, DVM, DABVP, 
DACZM, spoke about the long term care and 
exhibition of the zoo’s horned lizard population 
in his talk, “A Medical Perspective of the Texas 
Horned Lizard at the Forth Worth Zoo.” 

David Wojnowksi, PhD provided horned lizard 
conservation through an educational perspective 
in his talk, “Horned Lizard Conservation Educa-

A survey of Milam County was conducted after the meetings. Survey members: Tom 
McCain, Carolyn Todd, Ruthann Panipinto (sitting), Jim Waldsen, Lee Ann Linam, 

Rollo Newsom, Cindy Bolch, Jill Heatley, David Wojnowski. Katherine Bedrich,  
Dr. Dean Williams from TCU, and Lucy Coward (Queen Lizard). Photo by Bill Brooks
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tion: An Integrated Multiple 
Case Study.” 

Long term and new HLCS 
members presented different 
experiences and perspectives 
of horned lizard conservation 
beginning with Bill Brooks and 
his reflective and humorous talk 
of the growth of the Horned Liz-
ard Conservation Society over 
the last 20 years with his “The 
Horned Lizard Conservation So-
ciety: A Historical Perspective.” 

Lucy Coward, the renown lizard 
queen and new member of 

Conservation Horizons and the 20th Anniversary HLCS Biennial Meeting - continued from page 1

HLCS shared experiences and 
photos of her group’s surveys 
of local property in her presen-
tation, “The Search for Horned 
Lizards in Milam County.” 

My contribution was a talk on 
horned lizard husbandry for 
captive lizards (to be released) 
and the data and rehabilita-
tion requirements in my talk, 
“Recommendations for Reha-
bilitation of Horned Lizards in 
Captivity.”
 
We extend our special thanks 
to Dr. Heatley’s students who 

were very helpful and gracious 
in assisting her with the meeting 
arrangements and exhibit area. 
Also, Bill Brooks worked hard to 
provide a booth displaying the 
society’s educational exhibits 
and promotional items.  

We greatly appreciate all of the 
speakers who provided their 
time, valuable information, and 
outstanding presentations on 
reptile and horned lizard conser-
vation and education which con-
tributed to the highly successful 
20th anniversary meeting.

By Jill Heatley

A regular meeting of the HLCS 
board, attended by additional 
interested HLCS members was 
held in the Schubot Exotic Bird 
Health Center meeting room on 
May 1, 2010 immediately after 
the HLCS meeting, in College 
Station, Texas.  

Based on the Treasurer’s report 
the society has solid financial sta-
tus and the two grant awardees 
recommended were approved by 
the board.

Discussion regarding how to 
improve the biennial conference 
resulted in a proposal to create a 
conference manual to include a 
timeline. Members wishing input 
regarding future conferences 
should email jheatley@cvm.
tamu.edu with their comments.  

Lifetime member gift and speaker 
gift proposals were put forward 
by Tom McCain. The creation of 

Board Meeting Summary Report
an HLCS speaker’s bureau was 
discussed and it was noted that 
HLCS has several educational 
displays and additional materials 
available for loan to interested 
individuals. Please contact our 
Education and Outreach Commit-
tee Chair and Coordinator David 
Wojnowski at david.wojnowksi@
unt.edu if you are interested in 
participating in a speaker’s bu-
reau on behalf of HLCS.  

Bill Brooks is generating a list 
of multiple outreach opportuni-
ties in Texas and elsewhere in 
which HLCS could participate to 
standardize which events HLCS 
as a group would like to prioritize 
attending based on outreach, 
education and sponsorship op-
portunities at these events.  If 
you have an event to suggest for 
the list please email Bill Brooks.  

Finally nominations were dis-
cussed as by next January two 
officers will be vacating their cur-
rent positions.

Horned Lizard Conservation 
Society is 20 years old this 
year!

To celebrate this momentous 
event we are planning a spe-
cial 20 year anniversary edi-
tion of Phrynosomatics which 
will be our November 2010 
issue.  As a retrospective, this 
issue will contain some of our 
favorite articles from the last 10 
years.  (We published a best 
of Phrynosomatics, the first 10 
years, in 2000.)  This issue will 
also contain our election bal-
lot for our next set of officers.  
Look for it in the mail!

Happy Birthday 
HLCS!
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Milam County Hosts Horned Lizard Hunt
By Lee Ann Linam

On Sunday, May 2, Milam Coun-
ty hosted a visit from horned 
lizard enthusiasts and biologists, 
hoping to catch a glimpse of the 
state’s most popular lizard in one 
of its most easterly remaining 
locations.

Following participation in the 
biennial meeting of the Horned 
Lizard Conservation Society, 
held on May 1 at Texas A&M 
in College Station, conference 
attendees visited a private 
ranch near Gause and the IOOF 
cemetery in Rockdale, both sites 
where Texas horned lizards, also 
commonly called horny toads, 
had been sighted in the past.  
El Camino Real Texas Master 

Naturalists Jim Waldson, Lucy 
Coward, Kath-
erine Bedrich, 
and Cindy Bolch, 
helped to host 
and guide the 
surveys.

Though the par-
ticipants enjoyed 
abundant wild-
flowers and lush 
native habitats, 
and harvester 
ants, the pre-
ferred food of 
horned lizards, 
were abundant, 

no horned lizards were sighted.  
A cool morning and some cloud 
cover may have contributed to 
the lack of success, as horned 
lizards prefer temperatures in 
the upper 80s, according to Lee 
Ann Linam, a Texas Parks and 
Wildlife biologist who also partici-
pated in the survey.

The Milam county horned lizard 
populations have proved very in-
teresting to biologists, as horned 
lizards have disappeared from 
most of the eastern part of the 
state.  Biologists theorize that 
the deep sandy soils and abun-
dant native ants may have pro-
vided a place where the state’s 
official reptile persisted, even as 
other nearby populations per-
manently disappeared.  “Milam 
county residents and landowners 
are also obviously making good 
habitat management choices,” 
noted Linam.  Biologists are hop-
ing that, by better understand-
ing the nature of the habitats in 
Milam County, they may be able 
to offer advice for the recovery of 

horned lizards in other parts of 
the state.

El Camino Real Texas Mas-
ter Naturalists have played an 
important role in research on 
horned lizards in the area.  A lo-
cal committee, headed by Cow-
ard, began investigations last 
year to census horned lizards 
in the county as a part of the 
TPWD’s Texas Horned Lizard 
Watch program and even collect-
ed DNA samples that became 
part of a statewide genetics 

study by Texas Christian Uni-
versity.  Those samples showed 
that Milam county horned lizards 
have an interesting similarity to 
horned lizard populations re-
maining on Gulf Coast barrier 
islands—a connection that Dr. 
Dean Williams at TCU, home of 
the “horned frogs,” would like to 
better understand.

A prickly poppy flower.  Photo by Lee Ann 
Linam.

Harvester ant bed.  Photo by Lee Ann Linam.

Pipevine swallowtail butterfly.  Photo by Lee 
Ann Linam.

Survey in Milam County on Mr. Jim Waldsen’s property near Gause, Texas.  
In the picture are Jim Waldsen and David Wojnowski.  Photo by Lee Ann 
Linam.
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By Bill Brooks

A small group of Horned Lizard 
Society members converged 
on the 15,200 acres, which 
comprise the Chaparral Wild-
life Manage Area on Saturday 
afternoon of the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend (5/29/10).  This 

gem of South Texas brush land 
is located almost exactly 100 
miles south of San Antonio. Jill 
Heatley from College Station, 
who had the longest drive of any 

A Chaparral Getaway
of the participants, arrived first. 
She took an early tour of the 
WMA and found the first horned 
lizard. She photo documented it 
well. This also took the pressure 
off the rest of us. We would not 
be skunked!  As it turned out, we 
shouldn’t have worried. 

Lee Ann Linam, 
her husband 
Gordon, and their 
two kids, Abby and 
Frank, arrived next 
and I was about 
15 minutes behind 
them. The Linams 
drove down right 
after church and 
for awhile, they 
were the best 
dressed horned 
lizard hunters that 

I’ve ever seen. 
(It didn’t take long for them to 
change into more appropriate 
garb.) Rollo Newsom arrived 
less than an hour later. 

Head TPWD Chaparral Biolo-
gist, Daniel Walker and Grad 
Student, Steve Grant, took great 
care of us. Steve was finishing 
up his master’s degree on box 
turtles on the Matador WMA 
but was helping out with animal 
and plant surveys at the Chap 
this summer. Lots of their time 
is spent on vegetative surveys. 
As some of you know, much of 
the Chaparral WMA burned in 
2008. Researchers are care-
fully recording the plant suc-
cession after the burn and the 
drought that followed. Sightings 
of all the targeted species have 
significantly dropped the past 
two years. Some seasons, 600 

tortoises were captured (or in 
some cases, recaptured), but 
the summer after the fire, only 
13 were located. Since the rains 
that started this last September, 
captures are way up, although 
they are nowhere near to pre-fire 
numbers. The largest increase 
seems to be in the tortoises and 
horned lizards.    

Although we saw lots of dead, 
blackened blackbrush, palo 
verde, and mesquite trees, the 
grasses looked to me like they 
were coming back strong.  The 
sunflowers, purple thistle, green 
thread, spotted beebalm, white 
prickly poppy, and basket flow-
ers were stunning. 

In the late afternoon, we went 
road hunting on the maze of 
roads in the preserve. A 4-car 
caravan followed Daniel and 
Steve. We found two Texas 
tortoises and a horned lizard.  
The exact spot of capture was 
marked using a GPS, and the 
animals were brought back to 
camp. We also spotted a bobcat 
with something in its mouth and 
a black-bellied whistling duck. 
We made it back for a late dinner 
and cooked some great chicken 
fajitas, veggie burgers, and 

Continued on page 6

The front gate to the Chaparral Wildlife Management Area. Photo by 
Bill Brooks.

Texas tortoise “Howdy partner!” Photo by Lee 
Ann Linam.

Jill Heatley with horned lizard.  Photo by Bill 
Brooks.
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scissor-tailed flycatchers, paint-
ed buntings, green jays, a carac-
ara and bright, red-winged black-
birds.  It was fun being in the 
car with Jill. She once worked 
at a raptor rehab center and is 
quite the birder. Of course, we 
also found horned lizards. We 
first drove to where Jill found her 
first horned lizard on Sunday.  
She didn’t realize at the time 
that we were bringing all the 
horned lizards in to be tagged 
and released back where they 
were found, so we went back to 
where she found that first lizard. 
Rollo asked Jill where she found 
her horned lizard.  Jill said right 

steaks. Grilling in the dark al-
ways makes dinner taste better. 

After we were all stuffed we went 
out again to check the roads at 
night. Although this is rattlesnake 
country, we didn’t see any. The 
folks at the Chaparral have been 
p.i.t. (passive integrated trans-
mitter) tagging diamondbacked 

rattlesnakes, indigo snakes, and 
horned lizards since the late 
1990s.  They notch the tortoises’ 
shells. To date, the staff and 
grad students at the Chaparral 
have marked around 70 indigo 
snakes (since 1996), 850 rattle-
snakes, 3500 Texas tortoises, 
and 3800 Texas horned lizards.

We didn’t see much that eve-
ning. We heard some leopard 
frogs at the pond and saw some 
rodents crossing the road. One 

was most definitely a kangaroo 
rat, probably the Ord’s kanga-
roo rat. We could see that long 
tufted tail flopping behind him as 
he hopped. We didn’t stay out 
long. We came back to the bunk-
house and quickly bedded down. 
Our little air conditioner kept the 
place surprisingly frigid. The cold 
made for good sleeping, but I 
was on a top bunk. I hadn’t done 
this in years. The good news is, 
that after I finally fell asleep, I 
didn’t fall out of bed.

The next morning (Monday) 
we ate a hearty breakfast and 
watched a long-billed thrasher 
behind the kitchen/ meeting 
room. Right before we took off 
road hunting again, Melanie 
and Darrell Wehmeyer arrived 
from San Antonio, with their 
grandkids, Dillon, David, and 
Jenna. The Wehmeyer’s took 
one car, the Linam’s took an-
other, Daniel & Steve took their 
truck, and I left with Rollo and 
Jill to scour the roads of the 
Chaparral. Rollo, Jill and I had 
a grand old time. We were to 
meet back at the complex at 
11:30 AM and were way late. We 
talked, laughed, and spied on 
plants and animals all over the 
preserve. Although we found no 
snakes, we found the bright red 
snake apple (or balsam gourd). 
There were red-tailed hawks, 

A Chaparral Getaway - continued from page 5

Biologist Daniel Walker attaching a tracking 
device on a horned lizard.  Photo by Darrell 
Wehmeyer.

Horned lizard with lots of spots on his belly.  
Photo by Bill Brooks.

Steve Grant marking a Texas tortoise.  Photo 
by Lee Ann Linam.

Jenna Noble and her new friend.  Photo by 
Melanie Wehmeyer.

David Noble holding a horned lizard waiting for 
data collection.  Photo by Darrell Wehmeyer.

Is this Lee Ann Linam throwing herself in front 
of a moving car to protect a horned lizard on 
the road?  What lengths our conservation-
ists go through to protect the horned lizard. 
Just kidding, she is trying to reach an elusive 
horned lizard under a parked car. Photo by 
Abby Linam.
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about here. We stopped. I got 
out of the car and at my feet was 
a lizard that looked suspiciously 
like the one Jill found the day be-
fore. This horned lizard hunting 

is a snap.  Before we were done, 
we had picked up 3 horned 
lizards and a dead Texas spiny 
lizard.  (Dead lizards aren’t that 
much fun to catch.) We recorded 
the GPS coordinates of every 
capture and drove some of the 
least driven “roads” in the pre-
serve.  (Some of these “roads” 
were nothing but slight tracks 
across the brushland that Rollo 
expertly traversed.)

We were back at the barracks 
about 1 PM where Daniel and 
Steve were marking all the day’s 
catches. They had caught 9 
horned lizards that morning. (It’s 
hard to beat the homeboys.) 
The Wehmeyer’s had caught 
a Texas tortoise. Lee Ann and 
family caught 3 horned lizards, 
as did Rollo’s group, which I was 
a part of.  Not a bad haul for 
the morning. The horned lizards 

were pit tagged and the tortoises 
had their scales notched on the 
side of their carapace. We then 
returned all the animals exactly 
where they had been found and 
then the group returned to their 
respective homes.  

A fine large time was had by all. 
We wish to express our appre-
ciation to TPWD biologist, Daniel 
Walker, for graciously hosting 
the Horned Lizard Conservation 
Society. The Chaparral WMA is 
open from April through August 

for wildlife viewing. Visitors can 
enjoy a paved walking trail and a 
driving tour.  

(For more information on the 
unique South Texas Brushland 
habitat, “Adios to the Brush-
lands” by Arturo Longoria is 
recommended.) 

If you were wondering about 
who to contact for various 
horned lizard questions, the 
HLCS has developed a list for 
you!  This list can also be found 
on our website: www.hornedliz-
ards.org

Questions about HLCS:  Tanya 
Phillips

Membership Questions:  Lenee 
Weldon

Submit Your Stories and Pho-
tos:  Leslie Nossaman

HLCS Merchandise:  Bill 
Brooks

Field Trips and Surveys:  Lee 
Ann Linam

Horned Lizards (General Biol-
ogy):  Wendy Hodges and 
Danny Martin

Animal Care and repatriation:  
Carolyn Todd and David 
Wojnowski

Research and Conserva-
tion Grants:  Gad Perry and 
Danny Martin  

Education Outreach:  David 
Wojnowski 

Horned Lizard 
Conservation  

Contacts

Abby Linam holding a Texas tortoise.  Gordon 
and Frank Linam (left to right) in the back-
ground.  Photo by Bill Brooks.

Horned lizard back in its habitat after data col-
lection. Photo by Lee Ann Linam.

Jill Heatley’s first unchaperoned horned lizard 
find which she later captured from underneath 
a cactus!  Photo by Jill Heatley.

Lee Ann Linam with horned lizard.  Photo by 
Abby Linam.
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Distribution of Round-tailed Horned Lizards 
(Phrynosoma modestum) in the Northern  

Extent of Their Range

2010 Grant Recipients
This spring HLCS offered funding in two small grants to support conservation-based research.  Grant 
recipients are Danny Martin and Alfonso Hernandez Rios.  A description of what they propose to work 
on is in the articles below. 

We look forward to hearing of the results of these worthwhile projects by these two researchers!

By Danny Martin, David Wojnowski, and Laura 
Rosen

Round-tailed horned lizards (Phrynosoma mod-
estum) range from central Mexico north into 
western Texas, southeastern Arizona, and much 
of New Mexico. In addition, several apparently 
disjunct populations exist in the panhandle of 
Oklahoma and from two sites in southeastern 
Colorado. These known populations are current-
ly considered disjunct due to their distance from 
known populations in the core of the geographic 
range. Little is known about habitat preferences 
or geographic distribution of this especially cryp-
tic species of Phrynosoma.  

This project is considered a continuation of 
surveys conducted in August 2009. The 2010 

effort is designed to use habitat suitability indi-
ces to guide survey efforts for round-tails in the 
northern extent of their range. We will conduct 
surveys for round-tails in southeastern Colorado 
and the panhandle of Oklahoma (and possi-
bly northwestern Texas and northeastern New 
Mexico) in order to better estimate geographic 
distribution of this species. This work will include 
collection of habitat data and biological samples 
for future genetics work. We will incorporate col-
laboration with government agencies and NGOs 
to facilitate education efforts related to horned 
lizard and herpetofaunal conservation.  

If interested in volunteering for survey efforts, 
please contact Danny Martin at: djm_ks@yahoo.
com. 

By Alfonso Hernández Ríos 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

Phrynosoma orbiculare is a Mexican endemic 
species that faces up a continual habitat loss 
across its distribution, as well as the illegal 
traffic of wild animals for the pet and traditional 
medicine market. Currently, it is considered as a 
threatened species by the Mexican government 
by the NOM-ECOL-059-2001. We need to un-
derstand the patterns and needs of Phrynosoma 

Ecological Aspects of a Population of  
Phrynosoma orbiculare in Central Mexico

species populations before they are irremediably 
lost. This study will explore their habitat prefer-
ences and its relationship with temperature and 
soil consistency, as well as their diet and some 
reproductive aspects of a population of this spe-
cies that inhabits in a Pine-Oak forest at central 
México. We want to provide data about the biol-
ogy of P. orbiculare that could be used as a tool 
in the design and development of future conser-
vation programs for this species, both in situ and 
ex situ.
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The Horned Lizard Conservation Society is dedi-
cated to protecting horned lizards by document-
ing and publicizing the values and conservation 
needs of horned lizards, promoting horned lizard 
conservation projects, and assisting with horned 
lizard management initiatives. Towards those 
ends, the HLCS periodically sponsors research 
and projects that have direct conservation ap-
plications. To learn more about the society and 
past grants, go to http://www.hornedlizards.org/.

We will be offering two $500 grants in 2011. 
These are intended to encourage the participa-
tion of both researchers and non-academics in 
conservation. Preference in one will be given to 
timely research questions; for the other, prefer-
ence will be given to projects that emphasize a 
conservation or education project for horned liz-
ards. For both, projects that have direct conser-

Horned Lizard 2011 Grant Applications
vation implications, including public education, 
will receive a higher priority.

To apply, send a proposal detailing the goal of 
the study, the rationale for it, and how your work 
would benefit from this opportunity. The proposal 
may not exceed 1000 words, excluding up to ten 
references. Recipients will be asked to write two 
articles for the HLCS newsletter, Phrynosomat-
ics, one that is the project plan and the other is a 
summary of the work.  In addition, send a re-
sume or CV and have a single letter of reference 
sent to: Dr. Gad Perry, Department of Natural 
Resource Management, Texas Tech University, 
Box 42125, Lubbock, Texas 79409-2125, USA. 
Submission by e-mail (to Gad.Perry@TTU.edu) 
is greatly preferred. The deadline is December 1, 
2010. The decision will be announced by Janu-
ary 30, 2011.

Join Us for a Labor Day Hunt in Texas!
By Lee Ann Linam

HLCS will be offering a survey 
opportunity for horned lizards 
in combination with a Society 
business meeting over the 
Labor Day weekend near Colo-
rado City, Texas. Colorado City 
is approximately 70 miles west 
of Abilene and is located near 
two wonderful sites with horned 
lizards—Lake Colorado City 
State Park (http://www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/
parks/lake_colorado_city/) and 
the Native Prairie Association 
of Texas’s Maddin Prairie Pre-
serve (http://texasprairie.org/
index.php/npat_prairies/loca-
tion/maddin_prairie_preserve/). 

Tentative plans are to conduct 
surveys at the state park on 
Saturday, September 4. HLCS 
has also reserved the Recre-

ation Hall at the park that day 
so that we can share a meal 
there and conduct a business 
meeting during the heat of the 
day (when the horned lizards 
will be hiding!). On Sunday, 
Sept. 5, we plan to visit the 
prairie preserve.  In addition 
to horned lizard surveys, par-
ticipants will be able to assist 
with a black-tailed prairie dog 
census (prairie dogs were 
reintroduced to the site several 
years ago). The preserve also 
hosts a lovely riparian habitat.  
On Monday morning we may 
revisit either of the sites or folks 
can explore some of the other 
attractions in the area.

Lodging (campsites and cab-
ins) is available at the state 
park. Reservations can be 
made online (http://www.
tpwd.state.tx.us/business/

park_reservations/#alert) or by 
phone (512-389-8900). Cabins 
must be reserved by phone.  
Lodging is also available in 
Colorado City at the Days Inn 
motel (325-728-2638).

To confirm your plans to par-
ticipate or for questions, please 
contact Lee Ann Linam at 
leeann.linam@tpwd.state.tx.us.

Hope you can join us!

s

Survey 
Area
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Member Spotlight: Rollo Newsom
By Rollo Newsom

Since I was born in Sweetwater 
and raised entirely in Texas,  
(mostly in Edinburgh, Abilene 
and Austin) I’ve been around 
horned lizards most of my life.  
Even as a child I felt some sort 
of affinity for them. I’ve always 
liked them and even today en-
joy just watching them. In spite 
of this affection and apprecia-
tion I’m afraid I did not always 
treat them with an appropriate 
respect. 

I remember in one afternoon in 
Abilene I gathered 256 horny 
toads in about three hours all 
within two blocks of my house. 
I’m reasonably sure of the 
count because I held them in 
our bathtub (You should have 
heard my mother’s version of 
this event.) until they could be 
counted and loaded into ten 
or so shoe boxes with holes 

punched in the lid with an ice 
pick. A friend of mine then took 
them to a Boy Scout Jambo-
ree in Valley Forge to trade for 
Scout kerchief clasps. I was 
also aware that some of my 
friends sold horny toads to the 
pet trade. I did not do that but 
I can’t blame my friends, at the 
going price of 5 cents apiece, 
three horned lizards would buy 
a ticket to the Saturday double 
header matinee, a bucket of 
pop corn and a large coke.

After high school I had such 
a good time at the university 
that I was asked to leave after 
only one semester. That led to 
three years in the Marine Corps 
followed by one year as a 
roustabout in the west Texas oil 
fields. And those experiences 
sent me back to the university 
where I stayed for the next 50 
plus years. 

I earned a B.S. and a PhD in 
sociology from UT Austin sand-
wiched around an M.A. from 
North Texas State University. 
After 42 years of teaching and 
several administrative positions 
I retired with the seriously os-
tentatious title of Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus in Sociol-
ogy and Folklore from South-
west Texas State University 
(now Texas State University).

My wife, Sylvia, and I celebrat-
ed our 50th wedding anniver-
sary in June 2010 with a party 
given by our two sons. As an 
anniversary gift we gave each 
other a two-month camping trip 
to Alaska last summer. Alaska 

is indeed awesome but still 
deficient – no horny toads.

After retirement I became a 
Texas Master Naturalist and 
was trained to give the interpre-
tive presentation on Mexican 
Free-Tailed bats at the Old 
Tunnel Wildlife Management 
Area. I still give this presenta-
tion several times a year and 
have developed a tremendous 
appreciation for bats but I still 
love the horny toad more. 

I was a charter member of the 
Horned Lizard Conservation 
Society but had let my mem-
bership expire and only after 
retirement did I become active 
again. I was elected Treasurer 
of the HLCS and have greatly 
enjoyed attending Board and 

Continued on next page

Rollo, the mighty lizard hunter with one in each 
hand.  From Midland, Texas August 2008 sur-
vey. Photo by Leslie Nossaman.

Sylvia occasionally goes on surveys with the 
HLCS. At the Shumla survey a few years ago 
she was the only person to find a horned lizard. 
This one is a Round-tail.  Shumla is a private 
ecological/rock art school near the junction 
of the Pecos and Rio Grande rivers in West 
Texas.  Photo by Rollo Newsom.
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general meetings, participating 
in the policy discussions and 
related matters. 

Rollo’s watch and a baby Texas Horned Lizard.  
Photo by Bill Brooks at a survey in Kennedy, 
Texas several years ago.

But, the most fun by far is the 
surveys. The people who plan 
and participate in the surveys 
are very friendly and support-
ive. They are knowledgeable, 
eager to share and just plain 
fun. The places we go, both 
public and private, are always 
interesting and sometimes 
amazing. And often we find 
horned lizards. It just does not 
get much better than that! I 
urge all members to put partici-
pating on a HLCS survey at the 

very top of their bucket list.

As a not-southern Baptist and 
as a tree hugging, anti war, 
political and economic liberal,  
I find a lot wrong with the way 
the world is going and can 
complain, condemn, and ac-
cuse with the bitterest of us.  
But for me personally life has 
been and continues to be good.

Long Live the Horned Toads.

Nominations are now being 
sought for officers for HLCS.  We 
are currently seeking nomina-
tions or volunteers for the fol-
lowing offices, with descriptions 
provided from the HLCS by-laws:

President-elect - The President-
Elect shall serve in the absence 
of the President or in the event 
or the incapacity or resignation 
of the President, and when so 
acting, shall have all the pow-
ers of and be subject to all the 
restrictions upon the President. 
The President-Elect shall plan 
and recruit committees and plan 
and execute the biennial national 
meeting. The President-Elect 
becomes the President at the 
end of a two-year term. 

Secretary - The Secretary shall 
be responsible for Corporate 
records, keep the minutes of all 
general membership and BOD 
(Board of Directors) meetings, 
and in general perform all duties 
incident to the office of Secre-
tary and such other duties as 
from time to time may be as-
signed by the President or the 
BOD.  The Secretary shall also 

Become a Horned Lizard Leader
be responsible for cataloguing 
and maintaining the supply of all 
publications of the Corporation 
and responding to requests for 
information from the membership 
and general public.

Treasurer - The Treasurer shall 
be responsible for all funds and 
securities of the Corporation; 
receive and give receipts for 
moneys due and payable to the 
Corporation from any source; 
and deposit all such moneys in 
the name of the Corporation in 
such banks, trust companies, or 
other depositories as shall be 
elected by the BOD. The Trea-
surer shall advise the BOD in 
preparation of an annual budget, 
be responsible for all financial 
records, and provide the BOD 
and the membership with written 
financial reports, including an 
annual report, sit on the Fund-
Raising Committee, and in gen-
eral perform all duties incident to 
the office of Treasurer and such 
other duties as from time to time 
may be assigned by the Presi-
dent or the Board of Directors.

At-large Director  - The At-large 

Director shall be responsible for 
development of special projects 
as assigned by the President.  
Whenever possible, nominees 
for this position should be drawn 
from states not otherwise repre-
sented on the BOD. 

In addition to the specific duties 
mentioned above, board mem-
bers are expected to participate 
in at least two board meetings per 
year, one of which shall be in per-
son and one of which can be con-
ducted remotely.  HLCS can opt 
to provide travel funds to board 
members to attend meetings.

This slate of officers should 
take office in early 2011 and 
will serve for two years. The 
President-elect then shall hold 
the office of president for two ad-
ditional years.

If you are willing to volunteer for 
one of these offices or know of 
an HLCS member you would like 
to nominate, then please contact 
Lee Ann Linam at  
leeann.linam@tpwd.state.tx.us.  
Nominations/volunteers must be 
received by September 1.
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