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President's Corner

by Scott E. Henke, HLCS President

Congratulations, Horned Lizard Conserva-
tion Society! We, as a Society, are ever-ex-
panding and increasing in numbers. We now
have three official state chapters (California,
Oklahoma, and Texas), two emerging chapters
(Nevada and Utah), and, hopefully very soon, a
chapter in New Mexico.

I have been in contact with Mr. Don Padilla
of New Mexico, who has expressed interest in
beginning a chapter in the “Land of Enchant-
ment.” Please take the opportunity to contact
Mr. Padilla via e-mail at

Don.Padilla@nmshtd.state.nm.us
and encourage him to start the New Mexico
Chapter. It’s not my intention to badger him
into initiating the chapter, but rather to offer
him help, advice, and encouragement so he will
understand that he will have the support of
HLCS members and will not have to work
alone! Please aiso encourage our emerging
chapters in Nevada and Utah. If we continue
to work together, the HLCS will grow and
prosper.

educational materials to state chapters, identify-
ing research needs, and providing an infrastruc-
ture for state chapters. ,

State chapters should develop strategic
plans that outline their short- and long-term
goals. State goals can overlap the duties of the
National BOD, but should be restricted to their
respective state. For instance, a state chapter
could elect to develop their own newsletter or
educational materials, but should only distribute
their newsletter to members of their chapter
and, generally, restrict sending materials outside
their state. If requests for information come
from a person or organization outside their
state, then that request should be sent to the
appropriate state chapter, or to the National
BOD if no state chapter exists. In this way,
hopefully, no state chapter will be overwhelmed
with additional duties and will be able to focus
on their specific goals.

With this in mind, I want to remind each
state chapter to meet with their members ASAP
and develop their strategic plans [see Septem-

Chapter Strategic Plans by 1 March 2000

As the HLCS grows though, it also experi-
ences growing pains. When the Horned Lizard
Conservation Society was originally formed, it
consisted of the Texas Chapter. The National
Board of Directors (BOD) and the Texas
Chapter were one-in-the-same during the early
days. Because of this past, it sometimes is
unclear what the duties of the National BOD
and state chapters are. So let me take this
opportunity to state the duties of each group as
I understand them. .

The National BOD is charged with in-
creasing membership, creating state chapters,
developing the quarterly newsletters, providing

ber 1999, Phrynosomatics 4(3).3 for detalls).
To date, I have yet to receive a single strategic
plan from state chapters. I strongly believe
individual chapter strategic plans will help the
National BOD better serve the needs of state
chapters, and guide state chapters to focus
efforts on specific projects and get membership
involved. I realize that it can be difficult to meet
as a chapter during the holidays; however, I
would like to have strategic plans from all chap-
ters (official and emerging) by 1 March 2000. A
deadline has been given - Let’s get busy!

As always, your suggestions, advice, and criticisms
are welcome.




The Pet Trade and Texas

HELP SAVE THE ROUNDTAIL HORNED LIZARD

Roundtail horned lizards (Phrynosoma modestum) can legally be collected in Texas and sold within and outside
the state, at least at present. Butthe Horned Lizard Conservation Society would like this practice stopped! Even
though collection and sale ofthis species of homned lizard is allowed in Texas, it is prohibited in other states where
roundtails are found (i.e., Arizona, California, and Colorado).

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) recently initiated 2 permits program for the collection and sale of
non-game wildlife. Before this time, TPWD collected very little data concerning non-game wildlife. Therefore, establish-
ing the permit system was a positive move toward the benefit of reptiles in Texas because now TPWD can document the
collection of nongame wildlife (including reptiles) from the wild. During the first year, TPWD issued 549 non-commercial
collection permits and 184 nongame dealer permits.

However, a problem arises concerning the collection of roundtail horned lizards. Because itis legal to collect
roundtail horned lizards in Texas but illegal in other states, coincidently all collectors say that the rounditails they possess
were collected in Texas. Iftrue, then a large number of roundtails are being taken from the Lone Star State. 1f some
roundtails are being collected outside of Texas, then those dealers are guilty of poaching and fraud. Atpresent, DNA
fingerprinting of . modestum does not accurately differentiate lizards along geographic borders. Therefore, the location
dealers claim as the site of collection is accepted at face value. (NotthatI’m the ultimate pessimist, but I think suchan
attitude is overly naive.) Ineither scenario, roundtail homed lizards require protection and members of HLCS can help
create the solution.

Roundtail homed lizards could be removed from the Texas list of nongame species that can be legally collected if
they are either listed as state threatened or placed on the list of exempted species. Itwould be difficult to convince Texas
officials that P, modestum should be listed as a State threatened species. In orderto do so, we would need to docu-
mentthat P. modestum is decreasing in number or in distribution overa significant portion of its range. Acquiringthe
data required to accomplish this, although very useful, could take years. The second option is placing P. modestum on
the list of exempted species, which should require less time. There is precedent for such placement. The Texas horned
lizard (P. cornutum) was exempted from collection in Texas before the existence of the Endangered Species Act (before
it was listed as State Threatened). It was placed on the exemption list of collectable species because of over-coliection
and exportation of individuals from Texas. Therefore, if HLCS membersband together, we can getroundtails placed on
the list of species exempted from collection. To do this, letters need to be sent to the Texas Wildlife Commissioners, the
Director of TPWD, and the Coordinator of the Texas Wildlife Diversity Program. Please taketime to send letters to
each person on the following list, stating that roundtail homed lizards should be removed from collection. Please write to:

Honorable Carol E. Dinkins, Honorable Richard W. (Dick)Heath, Honorable Katharine Armstrong Idsal
Vice Chair Vice-Chairman Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission
TexasParks and Wildlife Commission ~TexasParks and Wildlife Commission 4519 Westway Avenue
1001 Fannin, Suite 2416 2121 Midway Road Dalias, Texas 75205
Houston, Texas 77002-6760 Carrollton, Texas 75006

Honorable Nolan Ryan
Honorable Emest Angelo, Jr. Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission . P.O.Box 670
410 North Main Please Write! Alvin, Texas 77512
Midland, Texas 79701

Honorable Mark E. Watson
Honorable John Avila, Jr. Honorable Al Henry TexasParks and Wildlife Commission
Texas Parksand Wildlife Commission  TexasParks and Wildlife Commission P.0. Box 6886
900 Summit Avenue P.O.Box 111157 San Antonio, Texas 78209

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 Houston, Texas 77293-0157 continued next page




Pet Trade, Texas, and Roundtails,

"Toadie", continued from page |

continued from previous page

Mr. Andy Sansom
Director, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department

4200 Smith School Road
Austin, Texas 78744

Mr. John Herren
Coordinator, Texas Wildlife
Diversity Program

4200 Smith School Road
Austin, Texas 78744

Also, if any members see
roundtail horned lizards for sale in pet
shops or at reptile trade-shows,
please take time to docurent
* how many roundtails are for sale,
* the state of collection, and
* the name and address of the

collector.

This information would be most
helpful in seeking the removal of P.
modestum from the Texas collection
list.

Lastly, please send an e-mail or
letter to HLCS President, Scott
Henke, letting him know whoyou
sent letters to concerning roundtail
homed lizards and also any informa-
tion concerning the sale of roundtail
horned lizards that you may have.

Thanks for your help. Tegether,
we can make this happen.
-- Scott Henke

d |mmed|ately started trymg to
,get some: flunds d_own the: I|ttle '

the likelihood that the average
, ‘person-who buys a homed lizard
- from a'pet shop will go to.the
L, '_:troubte of locating, and purchas-
. ingidhe.right kind of ants and -
_providing the right envnronment'? ‘
o Not likely. :
- rToadie: just dldn’t have a .
o chance. His fate was. sealed at
- ther very moment of capture. |
- am'so sad that these creatures




Oklahoma State University Graduate Students

Spend Summer of 1999 Studying Texas Horned Lizards (Phrynosoma cornutum)
by Richard Stark, Anna Burrow, Richard Kazmaier, and Tiffani Russell

Four Okiahoma State University
graduate students — Anna Burrow,
Richard Kazmaier, Tiffani Russell,
and Richard Stark — spent the
summer of 1999 conducting re-
search on Texas horned lizards.

Anna Burrow, Richard Kazmaier,
Dr. Eric Hellgren, and Dr. Chuck
Peterson from Oklahoma State
University in cooperation with Chip
Ruthven from Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department are working on
a study to address the effects of
burning and grazing on the Texas
horned lizard at the Chaparral
Wildlife Management Area (WMA)
in Dimmit and La Salle counties,
Texas. Prescribed burning and
grazing are two management
practices widely used throughout
Texas. The effects of these man-
agement practices on threatened or
endangered species are not largely
known.

The research focused on five study

areas:

1. control: no buming, no grazing,

2. heavily grazed and burned,

3. heavily grazed and unburned,

4. moderately grazed and burned,
and

5. moderately grazed and un-
burned.

Within each study area, horned
lizards were monitored by radio
telemetry. Radio-tagged lizards
were relocated daily to assess home
ranges and activity. This approach
allowed the collection of general
natural history information, such as
nesting, about this state threatened
species. Differences in horned
lizard diet, harvester ant activity,

and vegetation between the study
sites were also observed.

In addition, Anna Burrow is evalu-
ating habitat selection by these
lizards. This was the second year of
her study, and she will continue for
atleast another year.

Tiffani Russell’s study is entitled
“Thermal Ecology of Phrynosoma
cornutun?’. Her objectives are to
determine active field body tem-
peratures, preferred temperatures,
and temperatures that produce
optimal locomotory performance.

Because Texas homed lizards don’t
rely on locomotion for predatory
escape, and they are cryptic and
tank-like compared with other
heliothermic lizards, Tiffani wants
to determine how field body tem-
peratures are related to the preferred
and locomotory temperatures, and
also how often the environment
allows Texas horned lizards to
thermoregulate at these tempera-
tures.

Tiffani’s study required her to work
both in the field at the Chaparral
WMA and in the laboratory at
Oklahoma State University. She
completed data collection in July,
and is currently analyzing the data.

Richard Stark and Dr. Stanley Fox
are studying space and habitat use
of Texas horned lizards in Okla-
homa. Over the past several de-
cades, Texas horned lizards have
decreased in both range and abun-
dance in Oklahoma, and are cur-
rently listed as a state species of
special concern. Scientific research

on this species in the state is very
limited. Thus, future investigations
into the ecology of Texas horned
lizards in Oklahoma are necessary
to help conserve this species.

The objectives of their study are to:
1) delineate home ranges and their
placements, sizes and overlap with
home ranges of neighboring horned
lizards,

2) describe the movements of
adults and juveniles,

3) quantify macro- and microhabi-
tat uses, and

4) estimate demographic param-
eters and compare them with demo-
graphic parameters of lizards in
Texas to determine whether any
regional differences exist.

During the study, fluorescent
powder was used to allow tracking
40 Texas horned lizards (14 Males,
16 Females, 10 Juveniles) on 2
study sites in north-central Okla-
homa. The fluorescent powder
method was used to obtain space
and habitat-use data because it
allowed them to obtain exact infor-
mation about the movements of the
lizards. The method involves
coating the lizards with fluorescent
powder, releasing them, and then
following the fluorescent trail they
leave behind with the aid of a
portable ultraviolet lamp. The
coating was conducted in such a
way as to protect the lizards' nares
and eyes. The powder is supposed
to have very low toxicity and
should not be harmful.

This method was used during both
1998 and 1999 field seasons, and
they are currently analyzing the
data.




TEXAS CHAPTER NEWS

Texas Parks & Wildlife Expo
by Carolyn Todd

This was a very busy year for HLCS-

- Texas Chapter at the annual Texas
Parks and Wildlife Expo (first weekend
in October). A radio program an-
nounced that 60,000+ people attended
this year's event. As always, TPWD
provided many events and activities for
audiences of ali ages. Displays from
many of the state parks wers exhibited
along with incredible exhibits from the
state aquarium, Moody Gardens, non
profit groups and many others. There
were also state competitions as bird
calling In the Big Tent.

Entertainment was given o young
audiences in the Children’s tent.
Austin's own environmental troubadour
Bill Oliver sang and acted as the
Master of Ceremonias to the children
presentations given by such folks as
Andy Price, TPWD Herpstologist, on
poisonous shakes, and Debra
Chronister, Educational Coordinator
from the Victoria Zoo, on animal
camouflage.

Representing our organization, | read
to the chiidren from Alica Nizzy Nazzy.
Along with Larry’s really “cool” exhibits,
Chip from the Chaparrat Wildlife

Management Area surprised the kids
by pulling a live lizard from his pocket.
The kids crowded around us when we
described the different lizards from
Larry Wisdom's exhibit.

Many foiks attended our absolutely
incradible booth with Larry's many new
exhibits. People bought gift items to
sustain our newsletter and educational
publications. Next year, Larry has
some great ideas to reach our EXPO
audience with even more educational
outreach, We also want to start record-
ing the public’s encounters and stories
about horned lzards.

Stay tuned....EXPO gets bigger and
better every year. We have been
fortunate to be a part of EXPO avery
year except for the very first. They
have a commercial company to
sponsor our booth costs. This year it
was the OMNI Hotel in South Austin,

Try and visit next year if you can. It
has been consistently held the first
weekend of October. Joln us, there are
lots of nonprofit groups along with us
and many vendor booths from which to
purchase recreational and conservation
products,

Sighting Reports
by Bill Brooks

s We received four sighting reports this
¢ quarter. The first was from new members
s in Willcox, Arizona, the Saenger family,

e who report, "We seem 1o have a

o very vigorous population of P. cornufum
¢ in our neighborhood. We'll do what

o We can to keep it that way." Three cheers
o for the Saengers!

®  We received a sighting survey from

» Mrs. Kathleen Legg, along with her

: membership. She reports seeing a 2" 10 3"
« horned lizard about 5 years ago in the

< scrubland of Uvalde, Texas. Mrs. Legg

« also reports that she often saw horned

o lizards in her backyard in the '50s and '60s
e in San Antonio.

: Eleanor Veronee sent an interesting

o report along with her dues. "We used to
: have them [horned fizards] on Iste of

o Palms in South Carolina. They were

o brought here during the Civil War, I have
 not seen any this summer - although 1

® have looked for them."

e Mrs, Jeanie Caprez writes, "I just

® wanted you to know that | found a Texas
» horned lizard in my garage here in Russell,
® Kansas. (We are located almost in the

L}

» exact center of Kansas.) I had never seen
® a lizard of this type so I captured it and

PSP N EINPINNNNNNEsOOTROBERRRORUETSSTSSESS e s oStudiedit, After looking on the Internet,

Donations For Our Archives
by Bill Brooks

The Society would like to thank
Dr. Richard Montanucci for his kind
donation of a copy of the book
Krotenechsen by Bertrand Baur and
Richard Motanucci. Krotenechsenisa
magnificent addition to the HLCS library,
This wonderful book contains the latest
information on all the species of homed
lizards,

Unfortunately, the only edition is
written in German. Dr. Montanucci says,
"We hope to have an English version out
after I complete two systematic projects:
one on short-horned lizards and the other
on the coast horned lizards. So the
English version will be more up-to-date.
‘Wish I could say soon, but it is likely to
be several years (unless they reduce my
work load here at school)."

We all look forward to this English
version and will announce this release in
Phrynosomatics once it is available. In
the meantime, I have not found anyone

selling the German edition of this book in
the states.

If any of our members would like to
order a copy in German, it can be obtained
from the publisher (approximate price DM
59.90) at the following address:

Herpeton

Im Mittelfeld27
D-63075 Offenbech
Germany

Tel.069-86777266,FAX 069-86777571

The society would also like to thank
Joyce Snodgrass and Bette Armstrong
for their continuing donations of photos
and articles. We are also fortunate to
have Joe Collett who volunteered to help
catalog the articles in our archives.

Many thanks to one and all,

ok o ek ok

: noticed this guy was a long way from

« home. (I released him/ her into a woodpile
: behind my house.)"

e Thank you all for taking the time to

. send in these reports.

PSSR0 02000080G00RSGDS
o Thanks Jfrom Eastland

[ ]

: Jim and I would like to personally thank

o the HLCS for all its help and support and
« for being part of our OLD RIP FEST, You

o made it a great day and we enjoyed you

e all

»

:As an added attraction, we had Monty

* Harper from OK. He is a song writer and

L

» children's entertainer. You can see

: Monty’s works on the internet. He

o performed a song called WAY OUT WEST,
: which features OLID RIP, and also wrote a
« song about the Homed Lizard, which he

: recently donated to the HLCS. Thank you,
« Monty, and your wonderful wife Lisa. We
: will be looking forward to seeing you both
o Again,
L ]

— Bette Armstrong




Kenedy, Texas: lHorny Toad Capital of Texas

Four HLCS volunteers left Austin,
Texas, traveling souih to Kenedy on 31
May 1997, over two years ago, We were
on a mission: to move horned lizards from
one property to another property.
Carolyn Todd, unable to go that day, had
arranged with the property owner, Joe
Lang, for the event to take place.

I must make one thing clear, this is not
our normal mode of operations. We do
NOT recommend axy horned lizards be
moved from one place to another for many
reasons. Don't try this at home!

On the way south, we discussed how
many lizards we might find. I guessed
maybe 10 - if we were lucky. Joe had told
Carolyn that he found six homed lizards
earlier in the year while he was digging a
trench for the plumbing of the house he
was remodeling. He had counted 29 or so
before that. Joe had bought an old house
in the middle of town and was going to
rebuild it, He felt he needed to treat the
entire area with chemicals because he
feared termite and other insect pest
problems. He also knew he had many
homed lizards in his yard and state faw
protected them. He did not want to huri
the lizards in any manner and asked the
HLCS if we could help him move the
lizards to his sister's ranch a couple miles
away.

Because the move to his sister's was
very short, in native lizard habitat, on a
ranch used only for cattle with no
pesticides, no fire ants, and obliging
owners, we agreed. We didn't think
pesticides would be very good for the
lizards, and problems associated with
moving a population were weighed
against problems the lizards faced staying
where they would be subjected to toxic
chemicals. Carolyn had contacted the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department prior
to our visit and received permission to
move the lizards. (HLCS has a scientific
permit allowing us to legally pick up the
TexasHomed Lizard.)

We arrived at the house, a nice old
house in the center of town, by about 9:00
am. Joe was outside waiting for us.
Introductions were short, and we began
searching for lizards quickly. One was
found in a couple minutes, a nice adult
mzle. We placed him in a tub and then
found another one, a nice aduilt female
who squirted blood from her eyes! A few

by Wendy L. Hodges

minutes later, Joe found an adult male,
and the lizards just kept coming out.
His sister and her husband joined us in
the search, Joe had some wood and
brush piles we moved and found 5-7
individuals under each. He broke out
his lawn mower, set it on the highest
setting, started it up, and began
walking around the yard. Lizards
moved everywhere., By lunchtime, we
had gathered 76 horned lizards, 33 adult
males, 28 adult females, and 15 juve-
niles! We took the group to their new
ranch home and released them in a back
pasture under the mesquite trees.

We returned to Kenedy in mid-October
a few days after a cold front had passed
through. We walked the grounds and
encountered about 10 more horned lizards
- all young of the year, We met with
another neighbor and talked for the
afternoon about what they could do to
keep the lizards around, encourage their
continued prosperity, and engage the
whole town in this great venture.

What a great idea! We applaud and
admire Joe and Ann for wanting to do so
much for horned lizards. They havea
tough road ahead. Many neighbors are
concerned about having a protected
animal in their yards; they would rather
just keep quiet about it. Instead, Joe and
Ann want to extol the town and let
everyone know what a great place Kenedy
is for having horned lizards. Neighbors
are afraid that if anyone finds about the
lizards, someone ("the government") will
come in and restrict the use of their own
property - exactly opposite of the truth.
From our perspective, we want to know
what they are doing right!

Why does Kenedy have an abundance
of horned lizards? What are the unique
conditions that allow the lizards to thrive
when they have disappeared in many
other places (at least 30% of the historic
range in Texas)?

Convincing the town to take pride in
their horned lizards will be a hard road to
follow, and we want to help as much as
possible. In many ways, to help means
we must stay out of Kenedy's business.
The last thing people want is a bunch of
outsiders coming in. The only way
Kenedy will continue to be the Hormny
Toad Capital is by taking pride in itseif
and wanting this for their community and

I have never seen so many horned
lizards in one place at one time. 1 have
heard many stories about how "they
used to be all over the place,” so many
Texans have seen horned lizards
"everywhere” when they were young. 1
used to think these people would go
out their back door and just see the
same 2 or 3 afl the time, Now | believe
differently. Yes, it is possible that only
35 years ago horned lizards were as
abundant ail over the state. Now, a
person is lucky to find one horned
lizard after a day of searching. Kenedy
is a special place.

Joe contacted me again this year families,
(1999) at the end of August. He was We do not want to teil the town what
still finding horned lizards, though not to do,

as many, and neighbors around him
were also finding them. He wanted us
to come back to Kenedy and talk once
again, but, this time it wasn't going to
be about moving lizards. Instead, Joe
and his new wife, Ann, wanted to do
something better for the lizards. They
wanted to proclaim Kenedy as "Horny
Toad Capital of Texas" and open a
museum to honor them on the ground
floor of another beautiful house they
areremodeling.

¥
The helping hands of Joe Lang and one of the
1997 refocated Horned Lizards.




Observations of the Texas Horned Lizard — Excerpis from the Diary of Joe Lang

Today is 7/12/98 approx 1020 AM. Iam gathering up the gumption to do something resembling work. Istumble upon
a female “horny toad™ preparing a hole to bury a clutch of eggs. The lizard is aware of my presence so I walk away 50
that she might continue the process of life, of reproduction, of fulfilling her ultimate goal. By coincidence she happened
to pick an area just out side my bathroom window. A window whose breeze has cooled me off many times this
unbearably hot summer. I circle the house entering the back side and position myself at the window to observe the
prehistoric looking creature as she continues.

The horned lizard appears to stop periodically to emerge from the hole she is digging to perhaps rest although I believe
this to be a survival tactic. I believe the horned lizard to be sitting motionless so that she might [deter] any threat to the
eggs she is preparing to fay. The eggs are approximately 1/2 inch long and very spongy. They are white and have a
soft rubbery texture about them. This, I believe, is a delicacy for the grackles who like all creatures would welcome
the meal. In the time it took me to write to this point the federally protected lizard has advanced about 1 inch deeper.

I can’t help but feel that this creature is aware of my presence in the window. It is rather interesting to watch the
body movements as the horned lizard digs with her front legs pushing the dirt to the rear where her back legs expel the
dirt to the rim of the hole. Periodically the lizard will back out of the hole to kick the dirt away from the rim of the hole
— all the while keeping a watchful eye out for possible danger. This time the horned lizard took a different stance
above the hole. Instead of keeping a low profile she stood high on her front legs looking proud like a sentry keeping
guard of his queen’s castle. It looked as thongh she was about to lay the eggs but scon she returned head first back
into the hole. This time only her tail was visible. I would estimate the hole to be 4 - 6 inches deep by now,

Again the horned lizard exits the hole. This time she is half in the hole half above the hole standing on her hind legs
with the front legs resting on the rim of the hole. The stance is similar to a prairie dog standing on its hind legs. She
stays in this position for about 3 minutes and then submerges once again into the nesting hole. It is approx 5 minutes
later and she has emerged again taking up the same stance. AsIam writing this I notice a movement about 18 inches
from the hole. It is another horned lizard. This one is about ! 1/2 inches long in total length. Perhaps curious it walks
right past the rim of the hole. As the much larger of the two continues to dig. The larger female has emerged from
the hole and the two lizards appear to be staring at each other. The smaller lizard has now begun to walk away.

Back to my thought prior to the intruder I was about to mention some pecutiar movements of the female as she stood
above the hole. The lizard opened and closed her mouth and then began bobbing her head up and down. 1 have seen
lizards do this before and have been told that this is their way of marking their territory. -Do we really know this for
sure? Can we pretend to know what goes through the mind, if anything, of these creatures? My curiosity comes at a
price. My back is beginning to get tight as I stand motionless in the window trying not to draw the attention of the
lizard and perhaps slow down the ritual which has now taken about 2 1/2 hours.

As the day goes on the hole which has been hiding in the shade of a nearby mesquite is now exposed to the hot
summer sun. The horned lizard is now spending more time digging and less time outside the hole. I don’t know if the
heat has any bearing on this. After all the horned lizard is a reptile. Perhaps the ground gets harder as the horned
lizard progresses. Qutside of the good rainfal! about a week ago there hasn’t been any significant rainfall in quite
awhile. The horned lizard has been in the hole for about an hour without emerging. There is noticeable movement of
the tip of the tail which is the only visible part of the lizard.

It is now 230 PM and very hot. I can no longer see the spectacular view of the reproductive process from this van-
tage point. I went outside for a moment and positioned myself so that 1 could see into the hole. The horned lizard
continues to burrow. It appears to me that the horned lizard is now not only digging down but she’s creating a bowl-
like area in the hole. I came to this conclusion because the lizard appears to be turned slightly to the side. The horned
lizard does not seem concemed with rest as the digging motion seems to be near continuous.

It is now 330 PM and the horned lizard has finally backed out of the hole just long enough to kick out the little bit of dirt
it has been working so hard at. It goes right back into the hole.

It is now a half hour later and the digging continues. A quarter to 5 and the shade of the hackberry tree in the front
yard consumes the hole. T am checking on her progress every 30 minutes and the horned lizard continues to chisel
away at the drought hardened earth,

continued on page 10




Observations of the Texas Horned Lizard, continued from page 9

It is now 715 PM and the lizard has finally begun the process of laying her eggs. Her head instead of her tail is now
visible but not by much. About three weeks ago | had the opportunity to observe a water turtle laying her eggs. I
was hoping to see the horned lizard with the same clarity. This however is not possible because the horned lizard is
submerged completely into the hole. The turtle, being much larger, remained outside the hole. As she layed her eggs
she used her hind legs to push the eggs deep into the hole. When she was done she covered the opening to the hole

with mud.

It has now turned to night and I began to wonder if I would actually get to see the horned lizard’s task to completion.

At 83G I shone a light into the hole and she was still there lying motionless. 1 had all but accepted the fact that I
would see no more this night.

1t's 930 and | have drawn a bath. On a hunch I shone the flashlight on the hole from the bathroom window. The cool
breeze is a welcomed guest. To my surprise the female lizard has emerged from the hole and is covering the opening.
The homed lizard turns to look into the light but does not seem bothered by it at all. The task of filling the hole would
seem to be easier than digging it. However the lizard appears to be much busier. The horned lizard is basically
reversing the process she used to dig the hole. She is now using her front legs to pull the dirt towards her rear. She
then pushes the dirt into the hole with her hind legs. An amusing aspect is that the horned lizard is using her head as a

battering ram to pack the dirt.

It has now been about [another hour] and the horned lizard is still at it. What I find curious is that she seems to be
working quite hard to get enough dirt to fill the hole. Now I have dug a few holes in my day. 1 cannot remember
ever being short of dirt to fill the hole. Especially if you leave something in the hole! Regardless, the horned lizard
continuves clawing away, spinning and packing.

It is now 1130 at night. The horned lizard seems to be done. As I shine the light the horned lizard begins to move
perhaps confused by the suddenness of light. It appears that the lizard just wants to bed down. It has been a long
day for both of us. As I prepare to bed down myself I cannot help but to feel privileged to have stood witness to the
procreation of a protected species. I have always been in awe of these creatures. To look at them is to look

back 1o a time when Mother Earth was not defiled by a creature yet to come. A creature called man.
— Joe Lang

by M. Hawley
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1999 OLD RIP Festival in Eastland

Leigh Sanders and I met Jim and Bette
Armstrong at the courthouse square in
the center of Eastland, TX, at 7.a.m.
Saturday morning, September 18. Thelped
Jim put up the four tables and the sun
shelter that was to be the booth for the
Horned Lizard Conservation Society.
Leigh unloaded and arranged the exhibits
and boxes of HLCS literature we. brought.
‘We were ready for the crowds this. year,

~ Back in Austin, we had filled the bed of
Leigh's pick-up truck with HL.CS goodies,
Lookers trickled in as the vendors set up
booths around us. Wood carvers, poitery
makers, jewelry, toys for kids, akaraoke
‘machine and all manners 6f BBQ, Mexican
food, horned lizard cookies, and drinks
{nothing alcoholic - Eastland is dry, you_
know) all filled their assigned spaces.on -
both:sides of the road around two sides of
the courthouse. On'the main streét side of
the courthouse was. the grandsta.nd where:
the parade passed,

Around 9 a.m., Larry Wlsdom who had
left hiis wife and kids at a church function
in Blooming Grove, arrived toanswer
Bette's challenge of the horned lizard:
dcrby Not onlyhad he brought ‘with Jum
: ] !

Tcxas spccieé, m&. Ui S: spocxes, specles of-
thc wor]d and the life cycle exh:blt § W'th

queens, and the. antxquc oars
‘marshalls this year were Bill:- Woos
grandson of Eamest Wood, w

Steeam’of’ ‘onlookers ihe restof! the_.da A
We answered questions:and madé sales. -
‘Therc WETE, enough members.hare thiis. day

to take turns and allow everyone a chance
to see-all the venders, pay homage to Cld
Rip-in his casket in the courthouse, and
take in some of the entertainment. T was
-especially pleased that the Eastland Fine
Arts Association and the Chamber of
Commerce had pulled together the funds
to bring down entertainer Monty Harper
from Oklahoma, to sing his horned lizard

-, songs, I have talked to Monty, many

tiimes by e-mail. He sent e the words to _
one of his homy toad songs, to be

-checked for scientific accuracy. It was

and'is great. He sent the HLCS a tape for

* our archives. This face to face rneenng
‘held a surprise for us.

* Monty offered to sign over the

. -copyright to tiis Horny Toad song to the
- HLCS. We, inturn, offeredhjmahfc

membershlp He was a great crowd-
pleaser at the event.” We are:pleased to
have Monty as.a member and very happy

“to "own" our own hormy toad. song

Thanks, Monty.
. Atlpm, aﬁertheSKfootmces itwas.

~ time:for the horny toad derby, Unlike last
" year -whcn Larry and Bette were the only

part: lpants, tlus ycar thcrc‘fwem ﬁve

.enu-m dmded into three- catagones
Jamie Jeffcoat and Jonathan Wilson
.competed in the "Little Toads" division

(ages 11:&: under) and Jonathan Wilson -
ort thiscevent. The "Cool Toads"
division (ages 12:19) was won by the lone

entry,’ DustmDovc MostofthelECS -

members were paying aftention to.the -
"Big Ol Toads" division (ages 19:and
OVEr): Thls was the race between Lany
Wisdor and Bette Armstmng ~They had
bet. thell‘ HL-"cars" on the resplts. Last
year, Betté: had taken Larry's entry. “This -

“iyear, Larry was the victor.and he took
“homie Bette's "car”.” Itwas, hoivever, in

Lan’f's words, "a hollow victery"; because

-and his family, as well as Leigh and me,

-cacti, blooming ironweed, and cow pies.

. small frog, which prompily. hopped away. .

- -_ saver " We found a couple of old horned-

R hlghway and ‘said; goodbye "This was the
- end of aniother great Old Rip Festival.
' 'Wllf it happen -againnext year?Bette: saysﬁ

“on the 3rd Saturday in September. In the |

- latter: pan of: February, Eastland's County-.
Judgereads & proclamatlon and re-tel Is. -

: the Gld Rlp Story

If. mtcrcsted in ‘knowmg more. about Old
: Rlp,H V O'Bnen thencwspaperedltor

' iStory Of Ol Rip, v’vmch sells for $5.00 and
-cait b obtained by wntmg. L

.-:-A:Note from Bette Make plans

Jonathan Wilson was the overall toad
winner. Histime beat them all!

About 4 p.n. the crowds started
thinning, We were all glad for the hint of
fall in the air today. It wasn't a summer
scorcher. The weather was kind. Larry
had to get back to his family so we helped
him pack and said goodbye.

Leigh, Bette, Jim, and I met at Old Rip's
Diner for a great dinner. We broke up
early. It had been a long day and we had
plans for tomorrow.

Sunday, Bette and Jim met us at 9 a.m.
at the Super 8 Motel, where Scott Henke

were staying. ‘Bette had access to the
ranchof H. V., O'Bnen Eastland's newspa-
per editor. Tt was about 10 minutes out of
Eastland on Highway 6. We tromped the
ground and passed harvester ant beds,

At a cattle: tank, Garrett saw a
ribbonsnake. As we were holding this
little snake, he threw: up his last meai, a

Garrett was thereafter known as "the frog

ﬂlnt's all'we could muster

0, we all: ‘gathered along the

‘shie doesn't. know, _utwchavcayear

iradmonally falls

byBlll Broo

OldRJpBookIet -
doEastland‘I‘elegram
. :0,Box29 :

.":f RTT T

now for the Y2000 Tie Breaker! !
Take care qunre-bct, Lnrry
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Return Service Requested

Please renew if your membership has expired,
We appreciate your support.

Don't Forget to Renew-Consider givingagift membership to the Phrynophilesin your family!
PLEASE JOIN US NOW!  Students/Seniors 65+: $10, Regular: $25, Contributing: $50, Patron: $100, Lifetime: $250
(Families=$25 for the first person and $10 for each additional member).
HLCS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are deductible to the extent allowable by law.
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