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HLCS Conference a Success!

Horned lizards were
the talk of the day on May
27,1993 at the Joe C. Thomp-
son Conference Center on
the University of Texas at
Austin campus. Dr. Wade
Sherbrooke brought along
5 carousels of slides of
hormed lizard images and
artifacts he has encoun-
tered. The slides were shown
prior to the conference. We
were welcomed by Dean
Robert Bover from the Col-
lege of Natural Sciences. Lee
Stone, HLCS President, gave
an annual Report of the

Upcoming Events

GENERAL MEETING

499-0158 forinformation.

SUMMER PARTY!

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the Austin Na-
ture Center. Nextdateis July 13, 1993 at 7:00PM.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

July 7, 1993 at the home of Lee Stone at 7:00 PM
3503 Lafayette Ave, in Austin. Call Carolyn Todd at
(512) 255-6770forinformation.

RESEARCH & RECOVERY COMMITTEE
June 29, 1993 and July 27, 1993 at Patterson Labs, Rm
118CatUTin Austin. CallWendy Donaldson at(512)

August 21, 1993 at the home of Mark and Collene
Sweeney, 508 Sequoia Spur, Georgetown. Call Collene
Sweeneyat(512)863-47790r863-0020. (maponp.7).

Phrynosomatics

The Newsletter of the Horned Lizard Conservation Society

HICS describing our suc-
cesses to date and our poten-
tal for future achievements.

Eleven talks were
presented on different as-
pects of horned lizards and
conservation. Wade
Sherbrooke gave a broad
presentation, “All about
Horned Lizards." Other top-
ics included: Ecological in-
teractions of horned lizards
with other lizard species,
managing land for horned
lizards, land requirements
for a long-term Texas horned
lizard population, spatial dis-

Our purpose is to document and publicize the values and
conservation needs of horned lizards, to promote horned
lizard conservation projects and to assist with horned lizard
management initiatives throughout their ranges.

tribution of the Texas horned
lizard relative to harvester
ants, hormed lizard conser-
vation and research in
Southern California, fire
ants, status and notes of the
Texas horned lizard,
Phryposoma cornutum, in
Oklahoma and Texas, and
genetic differentiation in
the short-hormed lizard,
Phrynosoma douglassi.
Oneofthe mostmemo-
rable moments was when
Joyce T. Snodgrass sang a
song she wrote to accompany
the curriculum guide the
education committee has de-
veloped for K-3 students.
Carolyn Todd, HLCS Educa-
tdon Chair, presented the
curriculum guide to the au-
dience during a session
called, “Getting the word out
about Horned Lizards: Dem-

onstrations for Teaching
Children.” Another fun mo-
ment was - when Wade

Sherbrocke told the audi-
ence how to catch sand bass
using horned lizards to hook
them in sandy desert washes!

A great time was had
by all. The HLCS is thankful
for the help of its co-spon-
sors, the College of Natural
Sciences and the City of Aus-
tin Parks and Recreation.
And most of all thanks to all
who participated and came
to the event.e
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Spikey Teaches Kids About

Horned Lizards
Horny Toad Song

by Joyce T. Snodgrass

by Wendy Donaldson

. , Carolyn Todd, HLCS “Spikey and the Ants” freeze
We hide out in the desert and Vice President for Educa- tag game, and a Horny Toad
we shuffle in the sand tion, presented the HLCS song.

And when we soak up sunshine
it feels so very grand

Chorus

They call us horny toads

but we're really HORNED LI{ZARDS
Soaking up the sun

we're little solar powered wizards

We sit so still and lock for ants

Yum! Yum! Yum! (spoken with gusto
and hand movements)

Bugs are lots of fun to eat

And we must catch us some

. Sometimes we get thirsty

but we must wait for rain

The water runs along our backs

into our mouths again

{slower, Yawn)

When the sun has gone to bed
It's time to hide

Good Night till tomorrow
Good nightt -

education curriculum at the
May27,1993AnnualHorned
lizard Conference. The
curriculum guide is the cul-
mination of hard work by
the educaton committee
(Carolyn Todd, Steve Aus-
tin, Glenda Bell, Joyce T.
Snodgrass, and Wendy
Donatdson) over the last 5
months.

The curriculum is
currently designed for kids
in grades K-3. Plans to ex-
pand the  curriculum
through the 7th grades are
in progress. The purpose
of the curriculum is to fa-
miliarize students with the
habitat and characteristics
of one of Texas’ most un-

usual and threatened ani- .

mal species, the Texas
horned lizard. Activities
include a slide show, color-
ing page of “Spikey,” a

One teaching session
can last 15-45 minutes. It
contains information pert-
nent to Science, Texas His-
tory, Fine Art, Geography,
Language Arts, and Mult-
cultural studies. By the end
of the lesson, students will
be able to: 1. list the unique
physical characteristics of
the horned lizard, 2. discuss
behaviors such as nesting,
hibernating, defense, 3. lo-
cate on a Texas map the
range of the lizards, 4. list
reasons why the Texas
horned lizard is threatened
and ideas for slowing or halt-
ing their decline.

Students will receive
a coloring page that was cre-
ated by Steve Austin. Eight
slides will be included with
a narrative in the curricu-
lum package. The commit-
tee would also like to include
Wade Sherbrocke’s book,
Horned Lizards, Unique Rep-
tiles of Western North
America. The cost for the
package (with out the book)
will probably be around
$£10.00 unless we can find a
corporate or personal spon-
sor to reduce the cost (the
HLCSisa 501(c)3 tax exempt
organization).

If you are interested
in helping the Education
Committee, new faces and
ideas are always welcome
(see p. 1 for meeting time
and date).»




Pleasanton Youth Initiates
Political Process

by Wendy Donaldson

One of IILCS’ newest
members accomplished
what others and | had tried
to do for several months-
found a willing Texas politi-
cian to write a Bill adopting
the Texas horned lizard as
the state reptile.

Abraham Holland, a
ten-year-old Pleasanton, TX
resident, wrote a letter to
Representative Richard
Raymond requesting the
Texas horned lizard be
named the official State Rep-
tile. Abraham had first met
Representative Raymond
when he toured the state
capitol with his Black Hill-
Mesquite 4-H Citizenship
Team in March, 1993. Rep-
resentative Raymond agreed
and drafted a resolution
which did not quite make it
through the Texas Legisla-
ture before it adjourned on
31May 1993.

With help from his
mother, Sandra Holland,
Abraham is studying Texas
horned lizards for his 4-H
Wildlife project. Abraham
has circulated a letter to the
children of Pleasanton ask-

ing them to help him count
the horned lizards in their
town. He asks they call him
so he can count, weigh, sex
and measure horned lizards
on their property. I met with
the Hollands in May and
showed them how to sex and
measure the total and snout-
vent lengths of the lizards
and answered many of their
questdons. The Hollands
brought pictures of the
horned lizards and informa-
tion about 20 calls they had
received.

Abraham Holland is
learning quickly what it
takes to study horned lizards.
He is a model who other chil-
dren and adults can learn
from. Without Abraham, the
HLCS would still be search-
ing for a sponsor in the leg-
islature to sponsor the Texas
horned lizard as the Texas
State Reptile. He is aiso col-
lecting vital information
abouta population ofhorned
lizards that manage to live
in a small Texas community.
The HLCS challenges other
folks to initiate their own
horned lizard study in their

Historical
Range of
Phrynosoma
cornutum,
Texas Horned
Lizard

area. You can also call Rep-
resentative Richard
Raymond (512-463-0590) to
express your desire to adopt
the Texas horned lizard as

circulate the HLCS petition
1o everyone you know. HLCS
has only received 478 signa-
tures-we can do better than
that! Copies of the petition
were mailed with previous
newsletters. If you need
more petitions, photocopy
the original sent to you or
write to HLCS. e

"the Texas State Reptile and -

How much do you know about the Horny Toad?

The following questions were davel-
oped by HLCS Education Chair, Caro-
lyn Todd. They were publishad in the
Austin American Statesman, 25 May
1993alongwitharticieswrittenbyDavid
Pego. [additional ed. remarks}

We won’t ask you how many
spikes a horned lizard has
on its body, but we do have
10 true-or false questions to
test your knowiwdge of
horned lizards.

1. Hormed lizards can
“squirt” blood from their
eyes.

2. This creature can predict
the weather by pointing its
tail in the direction of a
weather change.

3. A horned lizard is a small
version of a dinosaur.

4, Horned lizards hibernate.

5.Females can lay 30 or more
eggs at one time.

6. These animals are really
frogs cailed “horny toads.”

7. Horned lizards can inflate

their bodies with air until
they resemble a spiky bal-
loon.

8. These reptiles can be
taught to eat fire ants.

9. Horned lizards were' a
threat to the people of the
Southwest,

10. You will find horned liz-
ards in all areas of Texas, and
they are extremely plenti-
ful.

Answers on page 5
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© 1993 The Homed Lizard Conservation Society & Steven R. Austin

Tlustrations: Steve Austin

THE TEXAS HORNED LIZARD
The Texas Horned Lizard (also known as the horned toad or horny toad)
used to be found abundantly throughout Texas. The horned lizard is 4-6
inches in length, and is fondly remembered by Texans old enough to have
seen and played with them. Unfortunately, horned lizards are no longer
found in great numbers and have all but disappeared from many areas of
Texas. This has prompted the State to ammend the Texas State C9mht-
ution to declare the Texas horned lizard a protected species. It is illegal to
transport horned lizards- so enjoy them if you see them, but leave them in
the habitat you found them in. i L
The Horned Lizard Conservation Society is conducting surveys state‘w:de
to determine the reasons for the decline of the horned lizard, along with
providing information to landowners, public groups, schools and other
organizations. We also have a petition effort under way to promote the
Texas horned lizard as the State reptile. If you would like to join our

organization «
write us at the

1. Horned Liz

highlights
2. Harvester /
3. Harvester /
4. Little Blues
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6. Buffalo Gr:
7. Prickly Pea
8. Mesquite T
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d like more information on the horned lizard, please
85 shown on our logo.

OLORING SUGGESTIONS
arny Toad): color light brown with dark brown
#s, with a white center stripe.
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Jor dark red-brown.

und: color a light brown earth color.

lor medium green with a little blue.

rass): color light tan,

» medium green.

#: color medium green with yellow flowers.

lor trunk dark brown, leaves light green and the
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2 for the rest of the picture. Have fun coloring!
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Broken Spoke Horny w_Toa ene_t Concert

On Sunday April 18,
1993, the HLCS held its sec-
ond annual benefit concert
as a joint production with
. Live
music was performed by:

dexas Band, Alvin Crow,
Don _ McCalister, Corpell
Hurd, Sarah . Elizabeth
Campbell, The Lords of
Love, <Champ  Hood,

Marvin Denton & the
Jhreadeill ~ Troubadors,
Glen Alvn & the Ernest

Bill_Oliver & the Otter
Space Band-What a line-
up! Steve Austin was in-
strumental in rounding up
this fine evening of enter-
tainment, along with draw-
ing a superb poster. The
HICS is indebted to the Bro-
ken Spoke and the many
musicians who volunteered
their time and talents to raise
funds in our quest to protect
our reptile friends-the
Horned Lizards, The HLCS
netted $585.50 from dona-
tons at the door that will be

‘used to fund research, re-

covery, and education pro-
grams.e

HLCS Small
Grants

HLCS Small Grants Program
has awarded 2 small grants.
Melisa  Montemavor has
beenawarded$500.00tostudy
a new marking technique us-
ing PITs, small implants that
bar code the lizards. Kelly
Zamudio has been awarded
$1,000.00t0study thegenetic
variation of the Short Horned
Lizard.e

Earllest ertten Descrlptlon
of the Texas Horned Lizard?

byWendy Donaldson

note: The following excerpt was pre-
sentedbyagentieman duringthe 1993
Homed Lizard Conference. | mind-
lessly requestad a copy ofthe informa-
tion without writing down the name of
the gentieman who provided us with
thisunique reference. | askhimto write
HLCS so we can give him the proper
cradt,

The following text is a trans-
lation of an excerpt from the
journal of Henri Joutel
Joutel was the historian for
1a Salle, who in 1685 estab-
lished the first European
Colony in Texas. The text is
from: Margry, P., ED 1876-
86. Découvertes et
établissements des francais
dans 'ouest et dans le sad de
’Amérique septetrionale
(1614-1754). Maisonneuve,
Paris. 6 vols;

“Even as the country
is fertile in every type of
animal, so the rivers and
lakes are also in fish....There
is a type of fish which they
call armor which has a long
beak, made similar to that of
an eel, but much bigger. Its
skin is rough and the flesh
is not very good. We also
have a quantity of turtles,
but smaller than those that
we saw in the Islands...There

is another type on land but
they are smaller and
rounder...One of our sur-
geons, looking for these
turtles in some holes where
they hide in the fields, was
bitten by some animal on
the arm, which became very
swollen and he lost a finger
and half of another one be-
cause of it. We didn’t know if
it had been a snake which
had bitten him or some other
animal, because ] had seen
certain animals made almost

like a toad. having four feet
and the mouth pearly the

same, but the skin o

backs is raised up into hard
humps and they have a little
tail; but thev don’t jump.
they_walk. Was it one of
these creatures or a serpent
which bit him , I do not
know...” .

Nearly one year ago
in the July/August 1992
Newsletter, we published an
article sent to us from Dale
Turner (Tucson, AZ) which
included a description of the
Texas horned lizard con-
tained in the notes of famed
explorer Meriwether Lewis.
Those notes were dated May

18,1804.¢



Answers....

from Page 4

1. True. Many horned lizard
species can shoot blood from
[the lower eyelid] as a de-
fense against predators.

2. False. This is a cultural
myth.

3. False. They are reptiles,
not dinosaurs.

4. True. They begin to hi-
bernate in late September
and awaken in late March
and early April.

5. True. Females have been
found to lay a clutch of 30 or
more eggs {up to 40].

6. False. “Horny toads” are
lizards, not frogs or toads.
They are popularly referred
to as horny toads because
their [body shape] resembie
toads.

7. True. They will inflate
their bodies to seem too large
to fit into the mouth of a
predator.

8. False. Fire ants [may] do
damage to horned lizards
and {may] eat their young
by attacking the lizards in
burrows and in the wild.
Horned lizards prefer for-
aging ants such as harvester
ants {commonly called Big
Red Ants).

9. False. There are many
Native American stories and
myths about the horned liz-

Audobon Chapter Chooses Texas Horned

ard that people of the Hopi,
Zuni and Navajo tell their
children. In the legends of
the Pimas of Arizona, they
believe that the horned liz-
ard is ancient, powerful and
respected as a symbol of
great strength.

10. False. Populations of the
[Texas] horned lizard have
disappearedinEastTexasand
most of Central Texas. The
[Texas] horned lizard is dis-
appearing rapidly in North
Texas as well. Horned lizards
are also decreasing in other
areas of the Southwest.

How you Scored

Get six or seven right and
vou can brag that you're
close friends with the little
critters. Eight correct an-
swers is super. Nine right
means you've paid close at-
tention during all those na-
ture films in science class
{and have actually been
reading the HLCS newslet-
ter). A perfect score means
you've been spending too
much time hanging around
dusty ant hills and might
want to get some human
friends (or better yet, take
them with youl)s

Lizard Design for Annual T-Shirt

In April 1993, the Bexar
Audobon Society unveiled its
annual t-shirt design. The
design chosen depicts a
horned lizard, the Navajo
legend of “grandfather”
horned toad and explains the
reasons for its demise. T-
shirts are 4-colors on 100%

natural unbleached cotton,
pre-shrunk Hanes BEEFY-
T's, sizes S to XXL ($15 + $3
S&H). Write Bexar Audobon
Society, POBox 6084, San An-
tonio, TX, 78209. Don't for-
get to purchase your HLCS t-
shirt as wellle

Lake Georgesoen
Cudlar Broaks Park

“Take D noett 10 Georpesows. Get off at the Andice exit and mke »
It et e light omio Williams Drive. Sequois Spor i spperaitame [y

3.3 il from the inmrmnac. Take & right oo Sequois Sper (the road will

i )t et fram fowr laves) s we e
sbowt 0.3 miles on the Jakt. Rameaniver, Cuorpecwn i just s
CowrviTtion WY,

Pring mumchios and drinks that you'd ke 30 share.

to Temple

EEXARX AUDURON SOCIETY
Pyt A ARG SO

Habiion Jout Wrearrme ibe Miraed Liserd, sure Hesiifel s Svnih Cantvnl
Tanen. Rud Ave Fogononyrasn PP Y. L Ba1eTal Fead, heve beea dephenad
By pealeiden snd 13i Javesien of smprined flor sms. Solunopsds lavicon,
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22May 1993 KXAN Channel
36 aired a brief segment
filmed during an HLCS press
conference.

25May 1993 Austin Ameri-

can-Statesrnan publishes
three features by writer
Dave Pego. Information re-
quests can be sent to: Project
Earth, ¢/o Linda Wienandt,
Austin American-States-
man, PO Box 670, Austin, TX,
78767. :

'28May 1993 John Burnet,

Southwest  Correspondent
for National Public Radio,
ran an app. 10 minute seg-
ment covering the HLCS,
horned lizards and the con-
ference during All Things
Consideredat5:20p.m.{CST).
Copies of the program, writ-
ten transcripts ($10.00) or
tapes($12.50) can be ob-
tained from: NPR Tapes (NPR

hat's Up?

Transcripts), 2025 M Street
NW, Washington, DC, 20036.
Texas

une High-

- ways June 1993 issue fea-

stures a small article by
Suzanne Martin entitled
“Leapin’ Lizards! The horny
toad legend lives on” and
photos of the Texas horned
lizard. Foracopy, send $2.00
to: Texas Highways Circula-
tion, Customer Service, Nox
5016,Austin,TX,78763-5016.

Ranger Rick publishes an
article by Leslie Dendy en-
titled “Wizard Lizard: Horned
lizards shoot blood, blow up
like balloons, and wear
‘drinking  fountains’ on
their back. What else is in
their bag of tricks?” Send
inquiries to: Ranger Rick,
National Wildlife Federation,
8925 Leesburg Pike, Vienna,
VAZ22184-0001.»

President
Lee Stone
{(work) 512-327-8181
(home) 512-476-1663
Research & Recovery
Wendy Donaldson
512-499-0158
Member Services
Jack Morse
512-288-4802
Marketing/Catalog Sales
Bill Davis
512-442-4995
Publications/Newsletter
Collene Sweeney
(work) 512-863-0020
(home) 512-863-4779
Fund Raising
512-288-4802
Education
Carolyn Todd
512-255-6770
Concert Organizer/Art Director
Steve Austin
512-327-4517

Newsletter Input: Send articles, graphics, maps, etc to Newsletter Editor, HLCS, P.O. Box 122, Austin, TX 78767
PLEASE JOIN US NOW! Students: $10, Subscribing: $10 (newsletter only), Regular: $25, Contributing: $50.
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