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Horned Lizard Conservation Society (HLCS) is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. We are the 
only organization in the world totally dedicated 
to protecting horned lizards. 

The Society promotes education and research 
by offering grants for scientific research and 
educational projects regarding horned lizards. 
HLCS is entirely volunteer-based and all officers 
and members volunteer their time and resources 
to protect horned lizards.

Our Mission

The purpose of the Society is to document and 
publicize the values and conservation needs 
of horned lizards, to promote horned lizard 
conservation projects, and to assist with horned 
lizard management initiatives throughout their 
native ranges in North America. 

Connect with us!

Facebook: 
Horned Lizard Conservation Society
Instagram: 
@hornedlizardconservation
Website: 
www.hornedlizards.org
Email: 
hornedlizardinfo@
gmail.com

How you can help 

One way to help is to join the Horned 
Lizard Conservation Society. Your 
membership contributions and donations 
help support the HLCS mission. Members 
receive Phrynosomatics, our quarterly 
newsletter which has articles about horned 
lizard conservation research, fun stories, 
horned lizard photos, and other ways you 
can help. Members are also invited to 
participate in horned lizard field surveys 
and other activities. We invite anyone 
interested in horned lizard conservation to 
contact their federal or local representatives 
and officials to increase funding for the 
protection and preservation of these natural 
areas for horned lizards to thrive. 

Check out the HLCS website to sign up as a 
member and learn more ways to help.

What do you do if one is found in the 
wild? 

Leave it where you find it. Take pictures and 
tell someone about it. Enter the observation 
in an online database such as iNaturalist. If 
we leave them alone in their natural habitat, 
then others and future generations can enjoy 
them too. 

Blainville’s Horned Lizard Phrynosoma blainvillii. Photo by Jackson D. Shedd

Flat-tailed Horned Lizard Phrynosoma mcallii. Photo by Jackson D. Shedd
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Why they don’t make a good pet

Horned lizard survival is strongly linked to the 
natural environment to which they have adapted.  
Changing its environment can be a stressor to its 
health and cause its decline. The result in most 
cases is that the horned lizard will perish as they 
are virtually impossible to keep alive. 

Native American culture

Native Americans have respected the horned 
lizard for many years and hold them in a special 
place in their legends, songs and lore. The Navajo
call the horned lizard “Che” or “Grandfather” 
and maintain that it can cure illnesses. The 
Tohono O’odham tribe call the horned lizard
“chemamagi” and believe that it can cause a 
range of ailments if disturbed. Hopi and Zuni 
tribes revere the horned lizard as a powerful 
medicine man.

Population numbers

Horned lizard populations have been declining 
for many years. This is mainly due to habitat 
loss and human expansion. Human expansion 
can contribute to the loss of the native ant 
which is their preferred food source and to the 
introduction of new predators such as crows, 
dogs, and cats.

But they have also been declining due to other 
reasons such as collection for pet trade, use of 
pesticides, and invasive predators. Also, invasive
ants such as the fire ant can displace the native
ant food for the horned lizard. Most species are 
state or federally protected from collection and 
transportation.

What do they eat?

Horned 
lizards are 
insectivores 
that prefer to 
eat native ant 
species, but 
they will also 
eat termites, 
grasshoppers, 

and pill bugs. They like to sit and wait outside an 
ant mound and eat any ant that passes by. They 
eat the food whole with a flick of their tongue.

Defenses

Some of their 
predators include 
hawks, snakes, 
roadrunners, 
raccoons, crows, and 
coyotes. Horned 
lizards have several 
ways to protect 
themselves. 

Their color and 
pattern match the ground appearance where they 
live, so most predators won’t see horned lizards 
unless they move. Horned lizards can also puff 
up their body when threatened by a predator so 
the predator must rethink whether the larger size 
will fit in their mouth. The spikes on their body 
and the horns on their head make it difficult for 
animals to swallow them. They can also flip over 
and play dead to confuse the predator.

Some horned lizard 
species can eject 
blood from a small 
cavity beneath their 
eye. The blood 
is aimed at the 
predator’s eyes or 
mouth and is bitter 
tasting. 

This can also confuse 
the predator. This allows the horned lizard to run 
to safety!

Greater Short-horned Lizard Phrynosoma 
hernandesi. Photo by Tom Van Devender

Texas Horned Lizard Phrynosoma 
cornutum. Photo by Ann Connell

What is their total 
native range?

Horned lizards 
live from southern 
Canada to southern 
Mexico and Texas 
to the Pacific Coast.

The different species 
have much smaller 
ranges in which 
they have specific 
adaptations.

What is a horned lizard? 

Horned lizards, 
also called 
horny toads or 
horned toads, 
are unique and 
fascinating 
creatures.

They don’t have 
the slick, tubular body shape of most lizards. 
Horned lizards have a wide, flat, but rounded 
body shape. They have horns that have a bony 
core and have spines along their bodies. The 
different species range in size from 1.25 inches to 
8 inches. 

Horned lizards are found in a variety of colors 
that depend on and match the environment 
they inhabit. They can have earthen colors in 
hues of browns, greys, yellow, and reds. They are 
reptiles in the genus Phrynosoma of the family 
Phrynosomatidae which belong to the Suborder 
of Iguania. They have adapted to many habitats 
from arid desert environments, mountain forests, 
to sandy coastlines. There are many more species 
than are represented in this brochure. 

Check out the HLCS website for more 
information on the horned lizard species!

   Goode’s Horned Lizard Phrynosoma goodei. 
Photo by Tom Van Devender  
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